20th Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Worship, October 18, 2020
In Person or On-line via Zoom
Greetings and Announcements
Call to Worship (Responsive Reading of Psalm 96:1-4, 9)
(L) Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
(P) Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
(L) Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
(P) For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.
(L) Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
Opening Prayer
Holy God, you have made us in your image, and we belong to you alone. Therefore we offer
ourselves to you, in service, love, and praise. Use us for the glory of your realm and the good
of your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* Hymn #1 “Holy, Holy, Holy”

Service Note: As Christians we are commanded to love each other. In these strange days of
unseen and sometimes unknown viral threat, one of the ways we do that is by protecting each
other. If you choose to attend in person, our Session requires that you wear a mask and
distance by family in our Sanctuary.
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Call to Confession
God does not regard us with partiality, but with the grace of Christ Jesus deals with each of us
according to our need. With gratitude for this amazing grace, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
What a debt we owe to you, O God. You have given us all things in Christ and yet we
withhold from you the honor and glory that are yours. Instead, we pay tribute to empire, plot to
entrap the innocent, mock your truth with empty praise, and put your patience to the test.
Forgive us, O God, and by your grace restore in us the image of your face; through Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.
(A time for silent prayer and self-examination)
Assurance of Pardon
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! Let the sea roar with laughter, the fields
shout in celebration, and the forests sing with joy: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
An Introduction to the Word
Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, true and living God, through the message of the gospel and the power of your
Spirit make us imitators of the Lord: Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
First Reading
Exodus 33:12-23
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Gospel Reading

Matthew 22:15-22

Sermon: “So What Belongs To God?”

Mark Southard

* Hymn #175 “Seek Ye First”
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Affirmation of Faith - (Apostles Creed)
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Loving God, we feel at times as if we are being tested. One crisis passes and another one
comes in its wake. The hurricanes churn over warming waters, the fires burn on the West
coast, injustice follows injustice and this pandemic will not cease. How long, O Lord, how
long? We cannot endure without a sure sense of your presence. We cannot rest without a
glimpse of your power. While we want to remain faithful, we cannot help but lag in zeal. Hear
our cries for help, we pray.
Gracious God, knowing all too well that today’s problems are enough for today, we entrust to
your compassionate care all the burdens we can no longer carry, the worries we can no
longer bear. Take from us the anxieties that threaten to overtake us, the grief
of cumulative losses, the fear for our well-being and that of those we love, the shame of
deeds we cannot undo and the doubts that prevent us from moving forward. We hand them
over, right now, believing that our Lord intercedes for us and the Spirit translates our sighs too
deep for words.
Merciful God, you never abandon us, your faithfulness to the covenant you make with your
people is unwavering. You walk with us, go before us, envelop us with your goodness and
grace. Help us to feel your close presence with every breath and each heartbeat. May our
awareness of your nearness empower us to do justice, love kindness and keep walking with
you so that others will come to know your love through our witness. Make of us a grateful, joyfilled people, a light to which others are drawn.
Glorious God, we are told only to ask and that in asking, we will receive. We ask now for
whatever tugs on our hearts, weighs on our minds, calls from our souls. You know it before
we name it. You desire what is best for your beloved world. You plan a hope-filled future for
us. You refuse to give up on your good and beautiful creation. Help us to dream your dreams
and envision your will until that day when Christ returns and all is well. We pray in the name of
your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to say when we pray:
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“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
Call to Stewardship
The Lord made the heavens, and all the earth belongs to God. As Jesus taught us, let us give
to God the things that are God’s own.
(You will find the offering plate at the back of the Sanctuary. We are trying to avoid passing
the virus around with the plate!)
Offertory: Janice Shinn
Prayer of Dedication
Lord of all, we render to you that which is yours. We recognize that all we have, that all the
earth, every fiber of our being and every cell of creation is yours. We can do nothing apart
from your presence and power working with us. In thanksgiving and joy, we give to you this
offering. Bless it, we pray, and use it for that which will bring you glory and share your love. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Charge and Benediction
Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold fast that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak.
Help the afflicted. Show love to everyone.
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you now and remain with you always.
Parting Song: "God Be With You Till We Meet Again"

Portions of today’s liturgy are © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy written by Jill Duffield
and provided for free distribution.
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